What about tutoring for my gifted child?

Parents may consider tutoring for a variety of reasons, including bridging gaps in learning,
building the child’s confidence in a subject, encouraging a particular interest or passion, or
insufficient extension or acceleration provided at school.

TAG doesn’t have a list of recommendations but there are some options you might consider
if you wish your child to be tutored.

Tutoring businesses

There are a number of these around, they do mainly cater for students who need to ‘catch
up’ taking little account of a gifted student’s pace of learning, need for fewer repetitions and
the student’s greater need for higher level thinking tasks. If you are contemplating one of
these businesses, make your own inquiries, ask to look at the learning material and ask
pertinent questions.

Individual Tutors

You may be able to find university student tutors, retired teacher tutors, or others. Also
consider a range of active or retired professionals who may be able to mentor your child’s
particular interests.

Do consider your child’s safety in these cases: does the person have a Working with
Vulnerable People card? Where will the tutoring take place? Will the tutor be alone with
the child? While risks are low, we do advise you to consider them.

Online

There are many online resources, including access to online individual or group tutoring.
Other resources to extend your child might include the range of programs that are from time
to time discussed in a range of parents of gifted children social media pages, MOOCs
(Massive Online Open Courses) offered by many tertiary institutions, Khan Academy, and
more.

Google is your friend here; do your research to find something with content, pace and
format that will suit your child.

A further consideration
Do consider what you want to get out of the tutoring:
- consolidation of classroom learning
- extension (working laterally in relation to classroom learning)
- acceleration (working above the level of classroom learning)
- enrichment (good stuff completely unrelated to classroom learning)
If your answer is one or more of the first 3 options, then you may wish to investigate how
the available teaching approach/material aligns with the Australian Curriculum.



