Each gifted child is a unique individual
with their own interests, strengths, and
personality, but some traits are common.

Gifted preschoolers may:

0 Be intensely curious — love to learn/explore
[ Learn quickly, remember things well

[0 Solve problems creatively, be resourceful

[ Start reading, writing, or using numbers early
(J Connect ideas and reach conclusions

(0 Notice details that others might miss

(J Have a long attention span, persist if interested

[J Use many words/express themselves clearly
(0 Have a vivid imagination, be highly creative
(J Care about others, feel things deeply

(0 Have lots of energy

O Prefer spending time with older children/adults

O Be interested in many things (some in-depth)

[J Have a well-developed sense of humour
(J Care about fairness and what is right

(J Sometimes question rules or authority

Some gifted preschoolers may struggle
when tired or hungry, hide their abilities
to fit in, avoid activities for fear of
failure, or experience difficulties when

their emotional, intellectual, or physical
development is out of sync (known as
asynchronous development).

TAG is here to help, inform
and empower you.

Could your
preschooler
be gifted?

Does your child’s development
seem advanced for their age?

The Tasmanian Association for the Gifted
(TAG) offers understanding, connection,
and practical guidance for those raising
a gifted child.

TAG is a non-profit organisation affiliated
with the Australian Association for

the Education of Gifted and Talented
(AAEGT) and supports gifted children,
their families, and educators in a variety
of ways, including advocacy, events,

and monthly seminars with national and
international experts.

Are people surprised by
your child’s abilities?

Scan to visit
our website or
contact TAG to
learn more
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Reach forthe stars



Giftedness is found in all

cultures, genders, and
socioeconomic backgrounds.

What is giftedness?

Gifted children are extraordinary. They

have natural ability or aptitude (cognitive,
physical, creative, or social) that is well above
what is typical for their age. A child may be
gifted in one area like maths or music, or in
many areas. Around 10% of the population
are estimated to be gifted, and children may
range from mildly to profoundly gifted.

Being gifted does not always mean a child
will be ‘top of the class’. Gifted children need
the right support to help their natural ability
develop into talents and skills.

Testing for giftedness

If your child shows many gifted traits, you might
consider cognitive assessment by a psychologist,
which results in an IQ profile and report. This

is needed to access some supports for gifted
children in Tasmanian schools, and can help you
understand your child’s strengths.

You can also keep

an informal record or
portfolio of your child’s
abilities to help when
talking with educators.
This can be especially
useful for demonstrating
physical, creative, or
social abilities.

Siblings often
have similar

IQs but may
show different
strengths.

The natural traits of gifted children can lead
others to mistakenly believe they have ADHD,
autism, or ODD. Sometimes a child can be
both gifted and have these conditions or a
learning difference, such as dyslexia — this is
known as being Twice Exceptional (2E). Find
a psychologist who understands giftedness
to help ensure an accurate assessment.

Gifted children and school

Every child thrives when learning at the right
level of challenge.

Gifted children often learn faster and in more
complex ways, needing less repetition. They need
appropriate adjustments and support at school
to meet their learning and wellbeing needs,
helping them stay engaged and giving them the
opportunity to explore their full potential.

Early entry

Early entry is one of the ways Tasmanian schools
can support gifted preschoolers.

It allows gifted children to start Kindergarten

or Prep ahead of the usual age, aiming to
accelerate them into a grade that better
matches their abilities and with children they
may relate to more easily. A Learning Plan is also
developed to meet their specific learning needs
as they progress through school.

Extensive research shows that
well planned and well supported
acceleration has both short and long

term benefits for gifted students.



